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SD Standards and Assessment System 
 
Each state is required under Title I Part A of NCLB to establish 
academic content and achievement standards for reading, 
mathematics, and science.  Assessments for grades 3-8 and once in 
high school must be in place to measure student achievement 
according to these academic standards.  All states must submit their 
standards and assessment systems for peer review by a panel 
selected by the USED to gain approval for the system.  South 
Dakota submitted its system for peer review in May 2005.  The 
results of that review can be found on the following webpage: 
http://www.ed.gov/admins/lead/account/nclbfinalassess/index.html 
(see SD letter October 2005).  South Dakota submitted additional 
evidence for peer review in February 2006.  When the letter 
indicating results of that peer review becomes available, ED will post 
in on this same website.  This is expected within the next few 
weeks.  DOE continues to refine the standards and assessment 
system to meet requirements and provide information to students, 
parents, and teachers regarding student academic achievement. 
 
On a related note, science standards were approved by the Board of 
Education and districts have been working this past year to align 
their course guidelines for science to these revised standards.  The 
Dakota STEP test for science will be administered for the first time it 
spring 2007.  Please note that while NCLB Title I requires states to 
have standards and assessments for science, there is no 
requirement for science to be a part of the accountability system 
under NCLB.  Reauthorization discussions are beginning to take 
place and it will be interesting to watch to see if science will be 
added to the accountability system under the new reauthorization 
expected sometime in 2007. 
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School Improvement Conference 
 
The annual School Improvement Conference will be held on Monday, 
August 14, 2006 at the Ramkota in Pierre.  Details of the conference will be 
shared with districts once AYP status has been determined.  Schools 
currently in school improvement and those on alert should make plans now 
to attend the day-long conference.  To reserve a room at a reduced rate call 
before July 13 and ask for “School Improvement Conference.” 
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New Consolidated Application Egrant System  
 
 
Districts are applying for their 
consolidated federal funds for 
the 2005-2006 school year 
with the new online egrant 
system. With this system, 
superintendents and business 
managers are able to set up 
permissions for district 
personnel who will be working 
on the consolidated 
application. As long as 
internet is available, districts 
are able to work on this 
application any time, day or 
night.  

 
 
 
As information is saved in the 
system, it is immediately 
available to Department of 
Education Title staff who are 
then able to provide faster and 
more accurate technical 
assistance. 
 
However, there are still some 
growing pains with the new 
system, so please be patient 
with the staff who are working 
with this system. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool 
 
The current version of SD Early 
Learning Guidelines is posted 
on the following website: 
http://doe.sd.gov/contentstandar
ds/index.asp 
These standards help guide 
curriculum and instructional 
decisions for early childhood 
programs. 

 

Complaint Policy 
 
Federal monitoring will look at both SEA and LEA complaint policies.  The citation in the law is: 
9304 (a)(3)(C) 
  
SEC. 9304. GENERAL APPLICABILITY OF STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY ASSURANCES. 

(a) ASSURANCES- A State educational agency, in consultation with the Governor of the State, that 
submits a consolidated State plan or consolidated State application under this Act, whether separately 
or under section 9302, shall have on file with the Secretary a single set of assurances, applicable to 
each program for which the plan or application is submitted, that provides that —  

(1) each such program will be administered in accordance with all applicable statutes, 
regulations, program plans, and applications; 
(2)(A) the control of funds provided under each such program and title to property acquired 
with program funds will be in a public agency, a nonprofit private agency, institution, or 
organization, or an Indian tribe, if the law authorizing the program provides for assistance to 
those entities; and 
(B) the public agency, nonprofit private agency, institution, or organization, or Indian tribe 
will administer those funds and property to the extent required by the authorizing law; 
(3) the State will adopt and use proper methods of administering each such program, 
including —  

(A) the enforcement of any obligations imposed by law on agencies, institutions, 
organizations, and other recipients responsible for carrying out each program; 
(B) the correction of deficiencies in program operations that are identified through 
audits, monitoring, or evaluation; and 
(C) the adoption of written procedures for the receipt and resolution of complaints 
alleging violations of law in the administration of the programs; 
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Schoolwide 
Conference 

 
Title I staff are offering a 
schoolwide conference in Pierre 
September 25, 2006 from 8:30-
4:00pm. Each school planning 
to develop a schoolwide 
program must bring a team of 
at least 4 persons, consisting of 
an administrator, teacher(s), 
Title I staff, parent(s) and/ or 
board members. Any existing 
schoolwide schools wanting to 
attend may. 
 
The requirements a school 
must meet to be eligible to 
operate a schoolwide program 
are as follows. A Title I school 
may operate a schoolwide 
program only if a minimum of 
40 percent of the students in 
school, or residing in the 
attendance area served by the 
school are from low-income 
families.  
 
Dawn Smith  
Phone 605-773-2535 
 
 
 

Targeted Assisted 
Programs 

 
The Title I Part A Targeted 
Assistance website located at 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/title/1Ab
asic/sec1115.asp is being 
updated. The components of a 
Targeted Assistance School 
Program are listed along with 
many example forms that are 
needed in such a program. Keep 
watching this website as new 
additions will be added through 
the summer. 

LEA Annual Report Card 
Accountability 

 
LEA must publish an annual report card as required (§ 1111(h)(2).  
The annual LEA Report card must contain all of the required 
information for the LEA and each school served. 
 

1) Information, in the aggregate, on student achievement at 
each proficiency level on the State academic assessments 
disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, 
and migrant status; English proficiency and status as 
economically disadvantaged (where the minimum “n” has 
been met); 

2) Comparison of the actual achievement levels of each 
group of students previously described to the State’s 
annual measurable objectives for each required 
assessment. 

3) Information on how students served by the LEA achieved 
on the statewide academic achievement assessment 
compared to students in the State as a whole. 

4) The percentage of students not tested, disaggregated by 
the same categories noted above by subject. 

5) The most recent two-year trend in student achievement in 
each subject at each grade level, for grades in which 
assessment is required; 

6) Aggregate information on any other academic indicator 
used by the State to determine AYP; and aggregate 
information on any additional indicators used by the LEA to 
determine AYP; 

7) Graduation rates that are consistent with ED-approved 
State definitions; 

8) Information on the performance of the LEA regarding 
whether it made AYP and whether it has been identified for 
improvement, including the number and percent of schools 
identified for school improvement by name and how long 
the schools have been so identified; and 

9) The professional qualifications of teachers in the LEA, 
including percentage of such teachers teaching with 
emergency or provisional credentials, and the percentage 
of classes not taught by highly qualified teachers, in the 
aggregate and disaggregated by high poverty compared to 
low poverty schools.  

 
Within each LEA, individual school reports include; 

1) Whether the school has been identified for school 
improvement, and 

2) Information that shows how the school’s student’s 
achievement on the statewide academic assessments and 
other indicators of AYP compared to students in the LEA 
and the State. 
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Parents as Partners!  
  

     Parent involvement is one 
more tool for schools to use in 
their efforts to increase student 
achievement. Today’s busy 
parents want to be involved in 
their child’s school, but they also 
want to know what they can do at 
home to help their child.  In this 
time of high standards and 
accountability schools need 
MORE than the traditional forms 
of parent involvement.  Just as 
we have raised our expectations 
for students and educators, we 
must also view the role of 
parents in education with 
different expectations. 

   
 
     The SD Parent Resource 
Network is committed to helping 
you in your efforts to expand 
parent involvement in your 
school.  One way we will be 
assisting you this next year will 
by through a regular column 
titled, “Parents as Partners” in 
the Title I newsletter.  This 
column will offer you: 
• Information on parent 

involvement issues, such as 
parent policy development 
and review, and building 
capacity for parent 
involvement. 

• Information on how to build 
and maintain meaningful 
parent programs. 

• Updates on new products and 
training opportunities. 

 
 
     If you have questions related 
to parent involvement, specific 
topics you would like to see 
addressed, or a successful 
parent event or program you 
would like to highlight, please 
feel free to call Lori Laughlin at 
800-219-6247 or email her at 
llaughlin@bhssc.tie.net.   
 

Federal Reporting 
 
All states must comply with reporting requirements 
under NCLB.   DOE submits Consolidated State 
Performance Reports (CSPR) two times each year.  Part 
I of CSPR was submitted in March and Part II in April 
2006.  You may view these reports on the department’s 
website:  http://doe.sd.gov/nclb/state.asp .  Information 
provided by districts through written reports is 
combined with information found in SIMS and PRF to 
generate these federal reports.  Accuracy in encoding at 
the school and district level is critical for reliable data.  
For instance, Table 2.1.3.2 on page 9 of CSPR Part II 
contains information about student participation in Title 
I Part A for the 2004-05 school year.  Betsy Pollock is 
collecting the LEA Annual Title I Report of the 2005-06 
school year.  This information will be used to check 
accuracy of SIMS information for the current year for 
each district.  Corrected data will be included in the 
CSPR due next spring. 

Federal Monitoring 
 
Federal staff visited SD in March 2004 
to monitor Title I Parts A and B (Even 
Start).  That was the first of a three-year 
monitoring cycle.  It is expected that SD 
will receive another monitoring visit this 
next year as part of the next monitoring 
cycle.  Title I Part D and additional fiscal 
issues will be monitored.   
 
Federal monitoring reports for the past 
years can be found at: 
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oes
e/sasa/index.html  (bottom of “What’s 
New” box).  It is interesting to note the 
findings at both the state and local 
levels, providing insight for SD to 
assure that all requirements are met 
here by DOE and each LEA. 

South Dakota 
Parent Resource Network 
 

http://www.sdprn.org 
 
For lots of good parent information, 
check out the Parent Resource Network 
website. 

Title I Newsletters 
 

The Title I newsletters are emailed 
to each district. They are also 
available at 
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/title/1Abasic
/generalinfo.asp#Correspondence 
 
Since no Fall and Winter Updates 
were published, be watching for a 
Summer issue. 
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National Association of 

State Title I Directors 
 

 
 
The National Association of State 
Title I Directors website can be 
found at 
http://www.titlei.org/index.html 
 
Check out the many useful links 
such as: Key Issues, Research & 
Reports, Best Practices, Statutes 
and Regulations.  
 
Updates on the National Title I 
conference can also be found at 
this website. 
 
 
 

National Title I 
Conference 

 
Where: Long Beach, CA 
When: Jan. 27-30, 2007 
 
Watch the National Association of 
State Title I Directors website for 
updates on registration 
information. 
 
 

Show parents how they can make the 
most of report card information 

(For Elementary Parents) 

It’s almost time to send out that all-important final report card—the 
one a child will either share proudly or stuff in the bottom of a 
backpack in hopes it will be overlooked. Regardless of that final 
grade, there’s a great deal that parents can do to make the most of the 
information the report card contains.  

Share these suggestions with the parents of your students: 

• Use the report card as an opportunity to talk about school in 
general. How does your child think the year went? What did he 
like best? What didn’t he care for? What is he looking forward to 
in the coming school year?  

• Find something to praise. A good grade is great, but regular 
attendance, improvement and a positive attitude are worthy of 
praise, too.  

• Talk about the not-so-good grades. Assure your child that a poor 
grade does not mean he is a failure. Rather, it’s a signal that 
something needs to be addressed. Does he understand the work? 
Are there things he would like to have explained differently? 
Could he have spent more time on his assignments?  

• Don’t assume that a good report card means your child is doing his 
best. If things seem to come too easily, consider talking with his 
teacher about ways to provide additional challenges.  

• Talk with your child’s teacher to learn what you can do this 
summer to help him in areas that could use some improvement. 
(Be sure to include information on ways parents can contact you—
your phone number, your email address and when you will be 
available at the school.)  

Remind parents that a report card is just one measure of their child’s 
academic progress. Help them think of a report card as a chance to 
take positive action.  

Reprinted with permission from the June 2006 issue of Ideas staff 
can use (Elementary edition) newsletter. Copyright © 2006 The 
Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: “Understanding 
Report Cards,” LeapFrog, 
www.leapfrog.com/do/finditem;jsessionid=D526ABA943E808F844
327018BE2EDFE4.papp1_2?ageGroupKey=middlehigh&type=Artic
le&key=ar_mid_reportcard. 

Call for Presenters 
 
Each year the National 
Association of State Title I 
Directors selects a series of 
presentations for the IRA annual 
meeting.   
 
If you are interested in 
presenting at the IRA annual 
meeting, fill out the RFP and 
send it to Diane Lowery by July 
14, 2006. A copy of the RFP 
has been sent to your district. 
To receive copy of the RFP, 
email a request to Diane Lowery 
at Diane.Lowery@state.sd.us 
 

Title I Summer School Programs 
 

Forms for Title I Summer School programs can be found 
at http://doe.sd.gov/oess/title/1Abasic/index.asp  For 
more information contact Beth Schiltz at 
Beth.Schiltz@state.sd.us   
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Tell parents that a letter grade is just one measure of progress 
(For Secondary Parents) 

It’s the end of the year and it’s time for those all-important final grades to go home. As a teacher, you 
know that grades are just one part of the picture when it comes to student progress and achievement.  

You can help the parents of your students view the big picture by providing them with tips for assessing 
the other indicators of progress. Take a look at the sample letter below:  

Dear Parent, 

Your child’s final grade for my class is important. A good grade tells you that your child has learned the 
subject matter and is performing at or above grade level. On the other hand, a poor grade may signal the 
need for extra work.  

However, grades are only one factor to consider when thinking about your child’s performance in my 
class this year. Also consider: 

• Homework. Did your child have a set time to do homework each day? Were assignments completed readily and 
submitted on time? Did homework sometimes become a point of contention in your home?  

• Standardized tests. How did your child score on these tests? Look at the areas where your child did well and the areas 
where improvement may be in order. These scores can give you a good idea where your child might need to spend 
some extra time this summer.  

• Portfolios and projects. Take some time to review the work your child did this year. It will give you a good idea of 
your child’s ability to reason, to be creative and even to follow directions.  

• Attitude. Think about your child’s attitude toward my class during the past year. Was your child positive and 
motivated? Did your child think my class was too easy? Too difficult?  

These are just a few factors that can help you view your child’s grade in a broader context. If you believe 
your child would benefit from some extra effort this summer, please contact me. I will be happy to 
provide you with suggestions for things you can do to help. 

Sincerely, 

  

Phone number:_____________________________________________ 

Email address:______________________________________________ 

Download this letter at www.parent-institute.com/isu/resources/factors.pdf. 

Reprinted with permission from the June 2006 issue of Ideas staff can use (Secondary edition) 
newsletter. Copyright © 2006 The Parent Institute®, a division of NIS, Inc. Source: “Looking Back, and 
Forward, in the Race to Achieve,” Huntington Learning Center, www.huntingtonlearning.com/p-
lookingback_may05.php. 
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Department of Education 
Educational Services & Support 

700 Governors Drive 
Pierre, SD  57501 

Phone: 605-773-3218 
Fax: 605-773-3782 

 
Visit us on the web! 

www.doe.gov/oess/title.1Abasic 

JANET RICKETTS 
Office of Educational Services & 
Support Director 
Phone: 773-4689 
Email: janet.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 
 
BETH SCHILTZ 
Title I Part A 
Phone: 605-773-4716 
Email: beth.schiltz@state.sd.us 
 
 
LAURA JOHNSON-FRAME 
Title I Part D, Title V & Homeless 
Phone: 605-773-2491 
Email: Laura.Johnson-
Frame@state.sd.us 
 
 
ROB HUFFMAN 
Grants Management 
Phone: 605-773-4600 
Email: robyn.huffman@state.sd.us 
 
 
CODI NINCEHELSER 
Grants Management 
Phone: 605-773-7108 
Email: 
codi.nincehelser@state.sd.us 
 

DIANE LOWERY 
Title I Director 
Phone: 605-773-6509 
Email: diane.lowery@state.sd.us 
 
 
DAWN SMITH 
Title I Part A 
Phone: 605-773-2535 
Email: dawnL.smith@state.sd.us 
 
 
JERRY MEENDERING 
Title I Part C  
Phone: 605-773-4437 
Email: 
jerry.meendering@state.sd.us 
 
 
JIM HAUCK 
Title I Part F  
Phone: 605-773-4712 
Email: james.hauck@state.sd.us 
 
 
BETSY POLLOCK 
Title I Part B  
Phone: 605-773-4640 
Email: betsy.pollock@state.sd.us 
 
 
STEPHANI LEBEDA 
Title III 
Phone: 605-773-4693 
Email: 
stephani.lebeda@state.sd.us 

 


